Introduction

The parent(s) of a child with a disability have the right
to obtain an independent educational evaluation of the
child. Each public agency shall provide to parent(s),
upon request for an independent educational
evaluation, information about where an independent
educational evaluation may be obtained, and the
agency criteria applicable for independent educational
evaluations. Title 34 C.F.R. Section 300.502

A parent has the right to an independent educational
evaluation at public expense ONLY if the parent
disagrees with an evaluation obtained by the public
agency.

Consideration of Independent Educational
Evaluations

An Independent Educational Evaluation is designed to
determine the educational needs of a student with a
disability. The district is responsible for determining
placements and services; therefore, the district will
consider recommendations designed to assist
students in making educational progress in
accordance with this policy. Independent Educational
Evaluations will not control the decisions in the
district’s recommendations.

Working with the District in Making a Request for an
Independent Educational Evaluation

If you are not in agreement with the District’s evaluation,
you are not required by law, but in the spirit of working to
resolve the issues, may want to share specifically what
questions or disagreements you have by following the
district’s hierarchy when resolving conflicts:
Site Level
e Teacher (Educational and classroom issues)
o  Site Administrator (School Safety and Personnel
Issues)
e School Psychologist (Behavior Issues,
Program/Placement Issues)
District Level
e Coordinator/Program Specialist (Program
Concerns)
e Special Education Administrator (Educational
Issues, Program/Placement Issues)

SELPA Level
e Intake Coordinator

District Responsibility
The District is not responsible for providing an IEE or
reimbursing parents when they merely feel the need
for additional information about their child. The
District must consider a request for an IEE based on
a disagreement with District assessment results or
|EP team findings.
IF the parent disagrees with an assessment
previously conducted by the District and obtains
multiple IEE reports in the same assessment areas,
the District is only required to reimburse the cost of
one |EE in any one area assessed.

Who Conducts IEEs?

Upon request for an IEE, the District will provide information
to parents regarding where an appropriate |[EE may be
obtained CFR 34 C.F.R.§ 300.502 (a)(2). This is notan
exhaustive list and parents may ask to have another IEE
examiner.

The IEE examiner must meet the same criteria and
qualifications as the District's examiner to be obtained
through public expense. 34 C.F.R.§ 300.502 (e).

The IEE examiner may not be employed by the school
district where the student attends, but can be employed by
a neighboring school district or county office of education.

Circumstances Resulting in Evaluations Not Funded at
District Expense

The district does not have an obligation to reimburse
parents for private evaluations obtained prior to the date
that the district’'s evaluation is completed and discussed in
an |EP meeting or prior to the parents’ written disagreement
with the district’s evaluation. The district may reimburse
parents for private evaluations outside of this policy in any
one of three circumstances:

1. All of the following conditions have been met:

a) The parent disagreed with the district’s
evaluation in writing or at an [EP team
meeting.

b) The private evaluation meets the district's
criteria.

c) The parent provides the district with a copy of
the written report and written consent to
exchange information.

d) The examiner participates in the relevant IEP
meeting by phone or in person to discuss the
findings and provides copies of all protocols to
the district.

2. The district's evaluation has not been provided in
compliance with Federal and State laws.

3. The privately obtained evaluation appropriately
assessed the student in an area of suspected
disability, which was not assessed by the district.



Definitions

Assessment/Evaluation: The process of
gathering information and identifying a
student’s strengths and educational needs
through a variety of instruments and products;
data used in making decisions regarding a
student’s eligibility for special education and
|EP needs.

Independent Educational Evaluation: An
evaluation conducted by a qualified examiner
who is not employed by the public agency
responsible for the education of the child in
question.

Public Expense: The public agency either
pays for the full cost of the evaluation or
ensures that the evaluation is otherwise
provided at no cost to the parent.

Unilateral Parent Initiated Evaluation: An
Independent Educational Evaluation obtained
by the parent at private expense without prior
approval of the school district. This may not
be reimbursed as a public expense.

For further information regarding
Independent Educational
Evaluation, please contact your
local school district.
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